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All —

One week from today, money — as much as $300 each month for each child
— will begin arriving at homes and in the bank accounts of 39 million
households, reaching nearly 90% of the country's children. 

But only for six months.

The payments are the result of changes to the Child Tax Credit, implemented
as part of the American Rescue Plan, that increase the rebate to as much as
$3,600 per child per year, deliver the benefits monthly, and include an additional
27 million children previously left behind. These improvements are historic. 

But they expire at the end of 2021.

First Focus Campaign for Children has championed these changes — and
the need to make them permanent — for more than a decade. Nearly 170
lawmakers have endorsed the American Family Act (H.R. 928), which would
make the tax code changes permanent. Similar bills have been introduced in
both the House and Senate in previous sessions of Congress. Democrats in
Congress are also pushing for a permanent expansion of the Child Tax Credit in
the party’s next big recovery package this fall. More than 250 organizations
have joined First Focus in urging the White House to make permanent the
CTC expansion and other tax improvements that fight child poverty. 

Nationwide, an estimated 65.6 million children — almost 90% of the
country’s kids — would receive greater economic support by making these
improvements permanent, according to the folks at the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, including large numbers of Black and Latino children
disproportionately left behind by the previous tax structure. While each and
every state will gain, CBPP’s analysis illustrates the transformative impact
these changes could have in particular states. Here’s a breakdown of the
larger study:

Top 10 States by number of children who will benefit:
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More than half of all children who would benefit from making changes to
the CTC permanent live in these 10 states;
More than 1/3 (33%) live in the top FOUR states.

States where the share of children who will benefit exceeds the national
average:



In 32 states, 90% or more of the state’s children will benefit from making
CTC changes permanent.

States where making changes permanent will cut child poverty by more
than the national average:



In 33 states, making CTC changes permanent will reduce child poverty by
more than the national average
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