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FCD Child and Youth Well-Being Index (CWI) 

What is the CWI? 

It is a composite measure of trends in the 

quality of life, or well-being, of America’s 

children and young people since 1975. 

It consists of annual time series on 28 social 

indicators organized into seven quality-of-life/ 

well-being domains. 
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The objective of the CWI is to give a sense of direction 

of change in child and youth well-being in comparison 

to a base year (1975). 

 It is similar to a consumer price index, which measures 

percent changes in the cost of goods and services 

compared to a base year. 

Levels and changes in the CWI are similar to 12th graders 

assessments of overall life satisfaction over time, and 8th 

and 10th grade trends are similar to 12th graders, thus – 

corroborating the status of the CWI as a well-being 

index. 
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The CWI places 28 national-level indicators 

into seven quality-of-life domains: 

– Family Economic Well-Being 

– Health 

– Safe/Risky Behavior 

– Educational Attainment 

– Community Engagement 

– Social Relationships (with Family and Peers) 

– Emotional/Spiritual Well-Being 

Figure 1 on the following slide shows the levels and 

trends in the CWI from 1975 to 2012. 4 
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Focus of the 2013 CWI Report:  

Long-Term Trends in Domains and Key Indicators of 

Child and Youth Well-Being 
 

To summarize these trends briefly, I will highlight three 

groups (with examples of each) of Domains and Key 

Indicators from the full 2013 Report: 
 

 some that show substantial long-term improvements, 

 some that show substantial long-term deteriorations, 

and 

 some that show little long-term change. 
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Two Domains with Long-Term Improvements: 

1)  The Safe/Risky Behavior Domain 
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With Long-Term Improvements In: 
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Long-Term Improvements, cont’d:  

2) The Community Engagement Domain 
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With Long-Term Improvements In: 
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One Domain with Long-Term Deteriorations:  Health 
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The Health Domain Has Some Indicators Showing Long-Term 

Improvements: 
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And Some Health Indicators Showing Substantial Long-Term Deteriorations, 

Especially the Obesity Indicator That Dominates the Overall Long-Term Trend 

in the Health Domain 
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Two Domains That Show Little Long-Term Change: 

1) Family Economic Well-Being 
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With Little Long-Term Change In: 
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And One Indicator With Long-Term Improvement Followed by 

Deterioration 
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Little Long-Term Change cont’d:   

2) The Educational Attainment Domain 
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With Little Long-Term Change In: 
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And there’s more information: 

• The complete 2013 Foundation for Child 

Development Child and Youth Well-Being Index 

Report presents: 

• Long-term (1975-2012) trend graphs and 

descriptions of each of the: 

28 Key Indicators that are arranged into 

7 Domains 
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